
 
 

Readers are Leaders E-News 

"A Home Run Week"  
 
James came to the 
Literacy Council in 
November 2008. Even 
though he was a high 
school graduate, he still 
struggled with literacy 
skills and wanted to 
improve. 
  
Last week James took a 
two-day class, First Aid 
for Mental Health, for his 
job.  He took copious 
notes on index cards, 
knowing he would have 
to pass a written test at 
the end of the class. Although help was offered, James chose to take the 
entire test by himself.  He was one of the last to finish, but he scored 100%! 
  
"That was a home run week for me for reading and spelling," said James. 
"That same week I read a book out loud in a group rehab class, and one of 
the other guys there started to cry. He knew that three years ago I tried to 
read that same book, and I couldn't." 
 
James explained, "It's like God has given me the gift of reading now, through 
my lessons and studies with the Literacy Council. It's helping my confidence, 
my self-esteem and everything. " 

Diana and James hard at work

Double the Pleasure   
By Leslie Dierks 
Adult Ed. Tutor 
 
Everyone who volunteers at the 
Literacy Council knows the deep 
satisfaction that comes from 
working with students and 
witnessing first-hand their 
successes, both large and small. If 
you have a partner at home, you 
probably share those experiences 
and your enthusiasm with that 
person. Now imagine that your 
partner fully grasps the 
significance of your student having 
mastered the entire alphabet for 

the very first time. That's what it's like to be part of a volunteer couple for the 
Literacy Council. 
  
How do two members of the same household choose the same volunteer 
opportunity? Shortly after they moved to Asheville, Barbara and Gary Knock 
saw a notice in the Asheville Citizen-Times about the Literacy Council. They 
were immediately attracted to the ESOL program because of their prior 
teaching experience, overseas travels, and work with foreign students. The 
local paper also drew Nancy and Walter McConnell. Their love of words and 
ability to explain difficult concepts led them naturally to want to help others 
learn to read more proficiently. Linda Waterman started the ball rolling with 
her desire to do something meaningful with her volunteer time, and her 
husband, John, found the Literacy Council through an Internet search. The 
experience of these three couples could be summed up nicely by Arthur 
Aaronson's suggestion to his wife, Kristina: "Let's do it together."  
  
In the case of Cheryl and Lynn Dietrich, the route taken was less direct. 
Cheryl had been an ESOL volunteer for about a year when Lynn was drawn 
into the program to fill a temporary need: a young Chinese student who 
wanted to improve his English was here for just a short time, and Lynn's 
training in Mandarin while in the military made him the ideal candidate. Lynn's 
"temporary" arrangement has lasted nine years, and both are still active 
volunteers. 
  

John and Linda Waterman 
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Upcoming Events 
 

April 11, 9 - 10:30am: New tutor 
orientation  
 
April 12, 5:30- 7:00pm: New 
tutor orientation  
 
April 20, 12-1:30pm: AE in-
service lunch and learn 
"Improving Comprehension Skills" 
 
April 27, 12- 1:30pm: ESOL in-
service lunch and learn 
 
May 5, 12- 4:00pm: Spring 
Potluck Picnic 
 
May 15, 5:30-7:00pm: AE in-
service "Demystifying English 
Spelling" 
 
May 19, 4-5:30pm: Malaprop's- 
Wiley Cash Reading/ Book 
signing 
 
May 25,12- 1:30pm: ESOL in-
service lunch and learn  

 

Spring Potluck Picnic     

  Please join us at our spring 
potluck picnic on Saturday May 
5th at Asheville Recreation Park 
(directions) . We will gather at 
noon and plan to eat at 1pm, 
leaving plenty of time for games 
and fellowship to follow. We will 
conclude by 4pm. 

Click photo for more 

Golden Spelers:  
The Best Spellers in 
Buncombe County  
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Whether they've tutored one student or a dozen, all of these volunteers are 
brimming over with delight about the peak moments of their teaching 
experiences. Walter McConnell derives deep satisfaction from having had a 
student who not only completed all the Wilson books and graduated from the 
Adult Education program, but he also went on to become a Literacy Council 
volunteer himself. Gary Knock chuckles when he recalls how one of his ESOL 
students reacted to some grammatical errors she noticed in a sermon at 
church: "That's not right," she whispered to her husband. "Not here!" he 
replied. The boost Linda Waterman gets from her current student's steady 
progress is especially poignant because that student once told her, "I never 
thought anyone like me could learn how to read." 
  
Some of the volunteers have taken on the awesome responsibility of teaching 
multiple students at one time. Kristina Araonson tutors a group of three 
Mexican students who are part of a work-sponsored program for learning 
English. Her husband, Arthur, works with six to eight elderly Ukrainians, 
Russians, and Moldovans who all live in the same apartment complex and 
have little transportation available. For a few years Cheryl Dietrich taught what 
she laughingly describes as a feminine mini-United Nations-a gathering of 
women from various countries who met at the Reuter YMCA for lessons in 
conversational English. 
  
Whether their experiences as tutors can be measured in months or in years, 
these couples share some notable advantages, which have doubtlessly 
contributed to their successes with the Literacy Council programs, both 
ESOL and Adult Education. Only one couple has managed to arrange 
concurrent lesson times at the same location (and that's for just one lesson 
out of two per week), so it's not a reduction in commuting expenses that 
matters. Rather, they have someone readily at hand to provide counsel and 
moral support when there are hurdles to conquer, either with lesson plans or a 
student's life issues. They can brainstorm ideas and techniques to try when 
working with their students. Often one suggestion sparks another, until both 
husband and wife have gained several new approaches to use. How lucky 
they are! And how lucky we are to have them at the Literacy Council. 

 The Augustine Project: 
Building Young Readers   
  
Can you imagine a time 
where we no longer need 
our Adult Education 
program? If every young 
student who struggles with 
reading gets the effective 
instruction they need, we 
will continue to reduce our 
community's high school 
dropout rate and graduate 
more readers.   
 
Augustine Project tutors 
work with low-income 
children to provide long-term, intensive literacy support. They give students 
one-on-one instruction - something most teachers wish they had more time to 
provide.  
 
What makes Augustine Project tutors different from other volunteer tutors at 
the Literacy Council? They receive more intensive training and support as they 
carry out the important work of teaching young people. The Augustine Project 
tutor training is 70 hours long and tutors receive over $200 worth of materials.  
Becca Loli, the Augustine Project Director, provides on-site student 
observations and tutoring support in addition to monthly in-service trainings.  
 
If you or someone you know would be interested in learning more about the 
Augustine Project or changing the future by becoming a tutor, sign up for one 
of our upcoming orientations! Our next tutor training class is scheduled for 
July 16-27, 2012. Information is available on our website.   
 
  

Wiley Cash reading and 
book signing at Malaprop's  
Malaprops Bookstore and Cafe will  host 
author Wiley Cash for a reading and book 
signing Saturday, May 19, 2012  4:00 - 
5:30pm. A Land More Kind Than Home is a 
mesmerizing literary thriller about the bond 
between two brothers and the evil they face 
in a small western North Carolina town. The 
Literacy Council  will receive a portion of the 
book sales the day of the event. Click here 

The Golden Spelers from Givens 
Estates were the top team at this 
year's "Who Wants to be a 
Spellionaire?"Spelling Bee. In 
comparison to the most recent 
Spelling Bee in 2010, this years 
teams raised three times more 
money and the audience  
attendance rose by fifty percent. 
Thanks to all who made this 
event one to remember. A special 
thank you to our corporate 
sponsors: 
 
Gold Partners 
Prismatic Services, Inc 
TD Bank  
Target  
 
Silver Partners 
Grove Stone & Sand Company 
 
Bronze Partners 
AB Emblem  
Asheville Savings Bank  
Bank of America  
Blue Ridge X-Ray  
HomeTrust Bank  
Parsec Financial  
Webb Insurance  
 
Student Level Partners   
Biltmore Oil Company 
First Citizens Bank  
Kearfott Corporation  
Mills Manufacturing  
Open MRI & CT of Asheville 
 
    

click photo for more

 

Share your story    
 
Do you have a unique teaching 
idea or a story you would like to 
share?  We love to pass on the 
wonderful work our tutors and 
students are doing each week. 
Send your submission to 
jon@litcouncil.com or give your 
story to your program director.  

 

Social Networking: 
Are you a Fan? 

  
Like us/ Friend us/ follow us. We 

are on Facebook  Twitter  

and Flickr.   
 
Stay connected and help us 
network by sharing our links with 
your friends. 

 

 Click Here to Subscribe
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for more information. 
 
 
  
 
 

Click to go to Facebook group

Questions? Comments? 
Contact us 
by phone  

828-254-3442  
or email 

literacybc@litcouncil.com 

Visit our website at 
www.litcouncil.com 

The Literacy Council of Buncombe County 
31 College Place, Suite B-221 

Asheville, NC 28801 
 828-254-3442 
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